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Yutaka Kobayashi kXY

June 27, 2015
Dear Mrs. Okuyama,

It is with great regret that I learned of your husband’s untimely passing from
Dr. Hiro Kizuka. Dr. Tsuneo Okuyama was the first post-doctoral fellow to
join our group at the Worcester Foundation for Experimental Biology in
Shrewsbury, MA around 1960. In our laboratory, he worked on the .
purification of the enzyme, diamine oxidase, a key enzyme that metabolized
the compound histamine. Investigating the physiological function of histamine
was the main focus of our laboratory. The purification of diamine oxidase by
Dr. Okuyama greatly advanced our laboratory’s studies. It doesn’t seem
possible that it has been about 45 years since we published a new method we
developed together to assay diamine oxidase activity by liquid scintillation
counting. As you know, we have kept track of each other’s activities through
an exchange of Christmas letters. I have followed his scientific career after he
returned to Japan. Dr. Okuyama established himself as an innovative and
skilled researcher. I was proud of the fact that we had worked together at the
start of his research career that has continued until his recent tragic death.

My wife and I share the great loss yo'u and your son have experienced.
Hopefully, we can all be comforted by all the happy memories he has left us.
He will be sorely missed by all who were fortunate enough to know him.

With regret,
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