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Obituary
Frans M. Everaerts (1941-2007)

Frans Matheus Everaerts was born in 1941 in Bandung
(former Dutch East-Indies) and raised in The Netherlands,
where he earned his Chemical Engineering degree at the
Eindhoven University of Technology in 1965, In 1968, he
defended his Ph.D. thesis entitled Displacement Electrophore-
sis in Narrow Hole Tubes under the direction of Professor
ALM. Keulemans (1909-1977) and Nobel laureate Professor
AP Martin (1910-2002). This thesis and the first related
paper [1] became the starting point of an internationally rec-
ognized career, with many invitations to speak at international
symposia, After his thesis defence, he spent 3 months at the
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm with Theo Verheggen. This
stay among other things resulted in industrial cooperation with
LKB (Bromma, Sweden) from 1970 until 1984, Three Ph.D.
theses were sponsored by LKB and the legendary Tachophor
was one of the commercialized results from this coope-
ration,

In 1980, Frans was nominated as full professor in Analyti-
cal Separation Techniques in the field of Electrophoresis. Over
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the years, some 20 Ph.D. theses of the Eindhoven University
of Technology were elaborated under his supervision. He is the
(cojauthor of approximately 150 scientific publications. the most
important one being his textbook fsotachophoresis—Theory,
Instrumentation and Applications 2], which is still used in the
field of capillary electrophoresis. The theoretical part of the
book was based on the thesis of I.L. Beckers (1973). Another
important thesis was that of EEP. Mikkers (1980), in which
he provided first experimental proof of the high-performance
capabilities of capillary zone electrophoresis with plate numbers
easily exceeding those predicted by J.C. Giddings.

After a meeting on the new technique isotachophoresis in
Baconfoi (1979), Frans Everaerts initiated a bi-annual interna-
tional symposium series on isotachophoresis and he organized
it twice himself (1980 and 1986). The series was later renamed
International Symposium on Capillary Electroseparation Tech-
niques and still persists today. The next meeting will be held
in Catania (Italy) in August 2008. Another important sympo-
sium series, which is held annually, is the high performance
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