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2. Scope

Participants agreed that an effective way to address standardization issues in the field (in

particular terminology, measurement and characterization issues) would be to consider a
conceptual framework based on a matrix comprising:

- Onone axis, horizontal issues concerning the set-up, undertaking and results of assays,
such as:
o Sample preparation
o Sample processing and handling
o Experimental methodologies
o Data structuring and processing
o Reporting

- Onthe other axis, bioscience/biotechnology disciplines and their characterization in
relation to specific applications, such as:
o Genomics (e.g. for health care, ...)
o Proteomics (e.g. for biopharmaceutical, ...)
o Functional genomics (e.g. for cell characterization, ...)
o Metabolomics (e.g. for toxicogenetics, food safety, ...)

The development of such a matrix (taking advantage of efforts already underway such as
Biosharing and others) would allow to identify commonalities and gaps, presence or absence of

standards and guidelines, and assess the portfolio of existing deliverables covering the various
cells of the matrix.

The development of such a framework should be in the scope of activities of a new ISO committee

and, for example, could be one of the first tasks to be addressed (in relation to the development of
the TC business plan).

One or a few “vertical” priority areas could also be addressed, with a view to develop shared, high
quality guidelines and, in a second phase, International Standards.

The topic of “genomic sequencing™ was indicated as a high priority area, considering, in
particular, its relevance to a variety of application domains (health care, environment and others).
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