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KOBAYASHI, Yutaka, "Koby" Japanese American Biochemist and Tennis Player Yutaka "Koby"
Kobayashi was born March 11, 1924, in San Francisco, third son of Harutoya and Haru Murata
Kobayashi. In 1942, Yutaka and his family were evacuated to the Tanforan Racetrack and then to the
Topaz internment camp. He left the camp in 1943 to attend Alfred University, then transferred to lowa
State College. He received a doctorate in Biochemistry from lowa University. He married Martha Kitaoka
in 1954. They had three children, Andrew, David, and Thom. Yutaka worked at the Worcester
Foundation, New England Nuclear, DuPont, and consulted for Packard Instrument Company. He was a
world authority on Liquid Scintillation Counting and coauthored "Biological Applications of Liquid
Scintillation Counting." Martha died suddenly in 1979. Yutaka married Maureen Byrne on December 29,
1982. Together they enjoyed tennis, biking, and travel. Yutaka became the director of the Nisei Student
Relocation Commemorative Fund, to which he donated his internment redress money. An avid tennis
player, Kobayashi was ranked number one in the nation for men over 90 by the United States Tennis
Association. He died February 27, 2023. He is survived by his wife, Maureen; his brother, John; sons,
Andrew, David, and Thom; and grandchildren, Matthew, Heather, Noelle, Miles, and Kate. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Nisei Student Relocation Commemorative Fund.

Yutaka Kobayashi’s decades of service to the Nisei Student Relocation Commemorative Fund left an
indelible mark on its mission and work. Yutaka joined the board of directors in 1992, served as its
president from 1998 to 2002, and "retired™ in 2021. We are so lucky and grateful to have known him, to
have benefited from his wisdom, thoughtfulness, and generosity; and his deep commitment and "big
picture™ optimism for the Fund and its future. He is greatly missed. - NSRCF Board of Directors
(www.nsrcfund.org)

The following is an excerpt from Yutaka's 2013 letter to NSRCF supporters:

"As a second generation Japanese American, a Nisei, | am ever mindful that | have become part of a
rapidly diminishing group. At age 89 | finally have time to reflect on my life’s journey. | was 18 and had
just graduated from high school in San Francisco when my family was forced to evacuate. | experienced
the loss of my civil liberties, was classed an enemy alien by my own government, lived in a horse stall at
Tanforan Race Track in San Bruno, CA, and suffered through terrible dust storms in Topaz, Utah. |
finally got that break when | got a helping hand from strangers and was able to leave all that behind. | was
one of the fortunate ones who received generous scholarship aid to leave the internment camp to complete
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my academic training ending with a Ph.D. in biochemistry.

The National Japanese American Student Relocation Council was steadfast in its commitment to help the
college-aged Nisei who were left languishing in the camps. The aid and encouragement from the Council
helped the Nisei make their mark in all facets of society - in science and industry, academia, government,
the arts, agriculture and even in professional sports. | believe the Nisei more than fulfilled the Council’s
hope and vision for us.

We remember and honor the Student Relocation Council that came to the aid of the college Nisei during
WWII. Our Fund gives financial aid and encouragement to high school seniors in underserved
communities just as the Nisei were helped out of the concentration camps. At our annual scholarship
award ceremonies, we highlight the story of the Nisei, their history of privation and redemption during
WWII, and the need to be vigilant to ensure that their experience during WWII never happens to another
ethnic minority.

71 years have passed since | was incarcerated and | am concerned that this history, this chapter of
America’s history, may be forgotten. | have been on the NSRC Fund board for over 20 years, and have no
intention of "retiring.” | rejoice every year when another scholarship awards ceremony takes place. We
must continue to offer opportunity to these young minds, to offer hope that they too can overcome
adversity and succeed in this great country."

Jean Hibino Friend March 3, 2023



